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Hello! My name is Erika Castro. I'm 24 years old. | am ‘
very happy to be a part of Moseushi Junior High School staff as an
Assistant Language Teacher (ALT) this year! I'm from Canada.
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I’'m from Edmonton, Alberta, which has a population of about 1 million
people. Edmonton is known for its high-quality beef, and has a lot of
restaurants with many different types of food. Many people like to eat at
these restaurants.
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Before coming to Japan, | worked as a bank teller for 4 years, and |
worked for Starbucks Coffee as a barista and supervisor for 8 years. In
May of 2022, | obtained a Bachelor’'s Degree in English and Psychology. |
want to be a school teacher one day.
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| came to Japan one month ago to complete my training as an ALT. This
is my first year teaching English.
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Why did | choose to live and work in Japan? /

The culture of Japan has been introduced to my life in many ways, and as
a result | have developed a deep respect and appreciation for it and
Japanese people. In elementary school, | learned how to write Haiku,
make Origami, and create Japanese-inspired art. In junior high school, |
was taught some of the history of Japan, and learned about Stoicism. In
high school and university, | learned about Buddhism and Shintoism. In
Canada, there are many Japanese restaurants. | enjoy eating sushi most
of all. It is one of my favourite foods. When | was a teenager, | watched
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my first anime. | still enjoy it. | also enjoy learning about Japanese
aesthetics and flower arranging. | have recently enrolled in a karate
class, which | have wanted to do since | was a child. In my free time |
study the Japanese language as well. Japan has a very rich culture that
has been a part of my life in many ways for as long as | can remember. |
am honored to be in Japan. | consider the Japanese to be a very
disciplined, hard-working, kind, and elegant group of people.
Everywhere | go | am treated with respect and kindness.
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My aspirations /
| want to make a difference in students’ lives by teaching English, and |
want to help them be confident with English. | hope to make a lot of
memories with them by talking or playing in English lessons, school lunch
time, and break time. | believe that learning a second language can
open many doors for a person’s future.
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